Cathcart Circle

The Cathcart Circle is a Glasgow institution on rails, mainly serving the central part of the city south of the River Clyde. It is not even a circle but is pear-shaped (appropriate for some CAMRA members!) so as to provide an out-and-back service from and to Glasgow Central Station. It consists of two ‘legs’ to Cathcart, one via Mount Florida opened in 1886 and the other via Shawlands, opened in 1894. At Cathcart, they join up with each other plus two other lines, to Neilston and Newton, built 1903/04. Most services are to either of these latter two destinations via one of the legs, with the actual circle service running only once hourly in both directions. All of the stations, which are island platforms, once boasted an elegant pagoda-style building for the ticket office and waiting room. However, all of these were lost to neglect in the BR era, apart from Queens Park, Cathcart and Maxwell Park.

The first three pubs are close to the junction of the two legs from Central Station and may be regarded as close to a station on both legs. I will describe how to get to a mid-way landmark crossroads from those stations, then how to go from there to the pubs.

From Pollokshields West station, turn left at the top of the footbridge stairs, go along the exit path to the main road (Darnley Road) and continue across the pedestrian crossing there, turning leftwards on the other side of the road. After 80 yards you come to a gap in the wall leading to a footbridge over another railway line. Cross this bridge, spanning the site of an old station delightfully named Strathbungo after the suburb you are in. Turn left at the other side of this bridge into Moray Place. The row of buildings on your right is an interesting 1859 creation of local architect Alexander “Greek” Thomson. Turn right at the end of this short street into Nithsdale Road where one of our three pubs, Samuel Dow, is situated. Walk 150 yards to the landmark crossroads with Pollokshaws Road at the end.

Willie thought the above in red may not be necessary, we followed the instructions below and they were spot on

Alternatively, if going via the other leg, get off at Queens Park and leave by the exit at the Glasgow Central end the platform, towards the yellow “Phoenix Bedding and Sofa Bed Centre” sign. Turn left at the top of the stairs (Niddrie Road) then take the first right into Torrisdale Street. Go 50 yards to the junction with Pollokshaws Road, our landmark crossroads with Pollokshaws Road and Nithsdale Road.  

As already stated, Samuel Dow is 150 yards from our crossroads at 69 Nithsdale Road (the blocked off road). It is a pleasant backstreet local with a function room at the rear where bands play in the evening and big screen TV which shows all major events. Caledonian Deuchars IPA and a guest ale from Tapster’s Choice are on the handpumps. Food is available Mon-Fri 12-3 and from opening time to 4pm at weekends. There is also a good Indian restaurant across the road.

From our crossroads, the Taverna, at 780 Pollokshaws Road, is about 50 yards along from the Haddows at the corner towards the next set of traffic lights. Enter by the door marked “Bar” into the cafe style bar with its large shop windows. There are 3 guest real ales available, plus draught Paulaner from Munich and up to 12 foreign bottled beers. There is a restaurant in the adjacent room.

Finally, the Allison Arms is about 50 yards along from the corner with the New Regent keg pub, at 720 Pollokshaws Road, just beyond Coral bookmakers. Enter by the door marked “Bar”, even although the wall separating the bar and lounge was knocked down about six years ago. The Allison has sold real ale almost continuously for many years. The backdrop to the gantry is an old Wm Youngers brewery mirror. The bar counter has a rare example of an old gutter still running around it. Please don’t use it! Pictures of trams shoogling (i.e. swaying) around the Southside adorn the walls. There are two guest ales on handpump, Addlestone’s cider and a fine selection of German bottled beers. Be careful with the latter or you will be shoogling as well! No food or bar snacks at any time. 

There was no beer on in the Allison and the barmaid's attitude was most offputting, Willie is prepared to check it out regularly to see if beer is available, depending on how long you can wait.

Go back to Queens Park and take the first train to Mount Florida. Immediately after Crosshill you pass through an area steeped in football history. You may notice a bowling green on the right hand side of the line. Hampden Bowling Club is all that remains of Queens Park Football Club’s ground from 1873 until evicted by railway building in 1883. It was overlooked by nearby Hampden Terrace (now part of Cathcart Road), named after John Hampden, a Parliamentarian in the English Civil War. In 1883, QPFC moved across Hampden Terrace to a new ground, Cathkin Park. They moved the short distance to their present site in 1903, taking the Hampden name with them to what would ironically become Scotland’s national football stadium, completely rebuilt during the 1990s. Cathkin Park became home to Third Lanark who went bust in March 1967, leaving the place as a public football pitch still surrounded to this day by the old terracing. The stand was demolished in the 1970s.

Returning to our crawl, detrain at Mount Florida and leave by the exit closer to the ticket office building. Turn right at the top of the stairs then turn left and walk alongside the railway down to Battlefield Road (nothing to do with football!) and turn left. Walk under the railway bridge and 75 yards down to the traffic lights and cross Battlefield Road. On the other side of the road, fork right towards another railway bridge. Cross this other road towards The Clockwork Beer Company. Occupying an old factory, it was renovated in 1997 with its own 5 barrel brewery. There are 6 guest real ales available plus up to 8 house beers brewed in a US or German style. The house beers are served from conditioning tanks using an unusual system (not recognised by CAMRA) in which the carbon dioxide from a tank which is conditioning is “recycled” to form a blanket over a beer which is being served. There is also a large selection of foreign bottled beer, mostly German and Belgian. Definitely the best beer pub on this crawl. Food is served from opening time with last food orders at 8.45 Mon-Thur, 9.45 Fri-Sun.

You will have to time your departure like clockwork from Mount Florida to catch the hourly circle train round to Pollokshaws East station for the next two pubs. At this station, leave by the exit furthest from the high flats, turn left at the bottom of the exit ramp and proceed north along Kilmarnock Road. Almost immediately, you cross a river. Looking to your left, the original pagoda building of Pollokshaws East once sat with stunning elegance right on top of the railway bridge. Carrying on for another 150 yards, after Blockbuster Video and the junction with Eastwood Avenue, climb the steps towards William King bookmakers. Next door in a former supermarket in this 1960s shopping arcade is Sir John Stewart Maxwell, a typical Wetherspoon house named after the former landowner round here. It has six handpumps. Upon leaving Sir John’s, turn left outside and walk north 120 yards along Kilmarnock Road and cross at the pedestrian crossing towards the Alliance and Leicester. As you wait to cross, admire the unusual building opposite with the balustrades and gable ends. Under the left gable is your next pub, the Hogs Head., a very modern bar serving Deuchars IPA. Plasma TV screens show major sports events with the sound down as loud music is the norm. Food is served until 9pm every day. Return to Pollokshaws East to get the train to Shawlands.

The final pub on this crawl is served by Shawlands station, where you should leave by the end with the downward ramp and steps, not the end with the footbridge. At the bottom of the steps turn right (towards the Burrell Collection, the huge art collection of an early 20th century shipbuilding magnate which he bequeathed to the City of Glasgow) and walk down 200 yards to the traffic lights. At the corner is 1901, a bar and bistro named after its year of construction, as evidenced by the fine external corner, worth a quick look before you go inside. When newly built, it was named The Old Swan Inn, hence the swan windows. It remained so until 1996 when it was rebuilt in its present form, renamed The Stoat and Ferret and started selling real ale. There are six handpumps plus Addlestone’s cider, draught Hoeggarden and, once again, some bottled German beers. This concludes this crawl. With all these pubs selling German beer, perhaps some day the line will be renamed Die Cathcartbahn!

