Subway
Whilst you are in Glasgow, you may wish to sample the Subway, Britain’s only tube railway outwith London and the World’s third oldest after London and Budapest. If you fancy combining a bit of anoraking with your imbibing, here is a suggested Subway pubway round the City Centre and West End. The pubs have been selected solely for their proximity to stations and it is assumed that you have little or no experience of visiting Glasgow. Note firstly, that there are opportunities to switch to and from the West End pubcrawl elsewhere in this handbook and secondly, there are no real ale pubs near any of the stations south of the River Clyde.
All single journeys on the Subway cost a flat fare of £1, but there are two day rover tickets available. The Discovery Ticket, available from all Subway stations, costs £1.70 and is valid from 9.30 am Monday to Saturday (last trains around 11 pm) and all day Sunday (on which day the Subway only operates from 11 am to 6 pm). The £4.50 Roundabout Ticket, mentioned in the Cathcart Circle pubcrawl elsewhere in this handbook, can also be used but is only available for sale at St Enoch and Hillhead Subway stations (plus the other places mentioned in that crawl).
I shall begin at St Enoch station and work round the Inner Circle anticlockwise to Partick. Note that the closest Subway station to the Barony Hall is Buchanan Street station, about 10 minutes walk away, near the north west corner of George Square and connected to Queen Street rail station by a moving walkway. There is also the possibility (mentioned in the Merchant City pubcrawl) of taking a train from High Street to Partick and working back clockwise along the Outer Circle.
St Enoch station has two exits. Leave by the exit indicated for the River Clyde and not the one for Argyle Street and the St Enoch Centre. At the top of the stairs, you will see a Somerfield straight ahead. Walk in a direction diagonally rightwards towards Howard Street between RS Sound and Light (at the corner) and Somerfield. Go about 100 yards to the end of Howard Street at the traffic lights (Jamaica Street). Look diagonally to your right and at the corner on the other side of the road you will see The Crystal Palace, a JD Wetherspoon house in a former furniture shop. It is typical of the chain except that it is one of the few to allow the viewing of sporting events on large TV screens and would be a useful place to watch Saturday’s football results unfolding.
Back to St Enoch and proceed to the Inner Circle platform for a train to Buchanan Street. If traveling on a single journey ticket, be careful not to select the Outer Circle platform, otherwise you have the choice of a 20 minute journey round the circle to Buchanan Street or going back out and buying a new ticket! After passing through the turnstile at Buchanan Street, follow the direction sign to Buchanan Street itself by turning right 180 degrees and leave by the staircase. At the top of the stairs, go straight ahead over the pedestrian crossing towards the Clydesdale Bank and and keep walking down Buchanan Street to the next traffic lights about 100 yards away. Cross St Vincent Place towards The Orange Shop and turn left on the other side of the road. Walk 50 yards along towards the Bella Italian restaurant where you turn right into a short street called North Court. In front of you is The Auctioneers, a Michells & Butler pub rebuilt in 1996 from a former auction room. There are three handpumps usually dispensing Caledonian Deuchars IPA, Orkney Dark Island and a guest ale. Food is available from noon (12.30 Sundays) until 8.45. Though the decor theme is auction house, there is much local football memorabilia with the big two Glasgow teams prominent. Our national vice chair will be delighted to see an amber and claret Motherwell top from the 1960s.

Leave The Auctioneers turning right outside and walk about 25 yards back to St Vincent Place. The bright white building on the opposite side of the road was once the head office of the Anchor Shipping Line and still bears its insignia. The building to the right of it was a Bank of Scotland branch until rebuilt in 1996 as Glasgow’s first JD Wetherspoon, The Counting House. Cross over to it by the traffic lights along to your right. The former banking hall has been beautifully restored by JDW, in particular the ceiling with its dome. All the usual JDW facilities are available here including cask ales.
To return to Buchanan Street station, turn left outside The Counting House, and then left again into the western side of George Square. Walk towards Queen Street station and carry on over the pedestrian crossing towards the Europa Bar, turning left on the other side of the road into West George Street. You are now walking back towards the subway station. However, just beyond the bus shelters, at the corner with Dundas Street, is a pub which looks like being the shape of things to come. This is The Phoenix, a no smoking pub, recently acquired by Greene King. It also has five guest real ale handpumps. On leaving The Phoenix, carry on the way that you were going along West George Street and turn right at the corner where the Pizza Crolla takeaway shop is. The entrance to the Subway is in front of you.
Cowcaddens is the next station along the Inner Circle. After going through the exit turnstile take a 180 degree right turn and walk for 150 yards to the end of this road (Dundasvale Road). Turn right in front of the Ambulance HQ then turn left again and follow the cobbled road down past The Piping Centre on your left (sorry, no street signs to help you here) all the way to the end of this side street and The Station Bar (no station either – it closed in 1965). Among the features of this pub are the McEwan’s Pale Ale mirror and the stained glass murals behind the bar depicting some of the professions dotted around the pub – fire brigade, police, ambulance and railway administration. To these could be added passport issuing, TV studios and a symphony orchestra.
Pub manager George Davie is a past winner of the local CAMRA branch’s Landlord of the Year award. On the three handpumps George normally offers Caledonian Deuchars IPA and two guests.
Now it’s back to the Subway and a squeal round the curve to St George’s Cross, rebuilt before the rest of the system in the early 1970s due to major road works above. On leaving the station entrance, bear slightly left through the subway marked ‘Bus Stops’, go up the ramp, turn right towards The Original Tile Company, then turn left. About 100 yards on the left, just beyond the pedestrian crossing, at 171 Great Western Road, is the landlocked mooring of The Liquid Ship. This stylish bar is in the same ownership as The Ubiquitous Chip, the Hillhead station pub on this crawl. Several years ago, the Chip’s owner received a letter wrongly addressed to The Liquid Ship from someone who had spectacularly misheard the Chip’s name. He liked the name so much he resolved to bestow it upon a future new pub. And here it is, opened in March 2004. The ground floor is split level with three distinct seating areas. There are plush sofas at the back, a deck style area in the middle and a bright Latin style area at the front albeit decorated with pictures of the great days of Clydeside shipbuilding. There is also a downstairs lounge. Food is served daily from noon (Sunday 12.30pm) to 8pm (9pm Fri, Sat).
To the next station, Kelvinbridge, where you pass through the turnstile and turn right towards Car Park Kelvingrove then turn right in front of the T-shirt shop. Follow the cobbled street (South Woodside Road) all the way to the end where, on your left, you will see a Belhaven sign. Keep walking round to the front of the pub, The Doublet, and enter the public bar, with its three handpumps. Belhaven real ales are surprisingly rare in Glasgow but you should find at least one on sale here, usually Belhaven St Andrews. The other two handpumps may be other Belhaven beers or guests. The interior of the bar has a bit of an Olde English mock-Tudor feel about it. This pub also features in the West End pubcrawl elsewhere in this handbook.
Now it is time to head up west and upmarket a bit. At Hillhead station turn left outside (Byres Road) towards University and take the first left, before Lloyds TSB Bank, down Ashton Lane, all the way to the end (about 50 yards), passing a small bar called The Wee Chip as you go. Turn right and go in the first entrance on the right, The Ubiquitous Chip. Go through the door marked Upstairs at the Chip and up to the bar of one of Glasgow’s most highly regarded eating and drinking emporiums. Sue Novak has recently written about the Chip food in What’s Brewing so I won’t repeat it here, except to say that the name is derived from the fact that chips are not on the menu here! The regular beers are Caledonian Deuchars IPA and 80/- on air pressure. There is also Addlestone’s cask conditioned cider on handpump. The only problem with the Chip is that it is so popular it can get like a sardine can on Friday and Saturday nights. Incidently, The Wee Chip, mentioned earlier, is part of this establishment but does not sell real ale. However, it must be due some sort of accolade as it has a fire capacity limit of 28 customers but actually has 32 names!  When it opened, a newspaper ran a competition to name it. The owner picked the winner but liked 31 other entries so much, he had them painted on a board outside. It contains gems such as “Squeeze Inn” and “Miniature Inn Your Out”.
Now it is back to the Subway for a trip to Kelvin Hall. (Please note that you are again interfacing with the West End crawl. You can follow it down Byres Road instead of taking the train if you wish.) At Kelvin Hall station, turn right after the turnstile exit towards Dumbarton Road. Turn right at the end of this passageway. Note that if you turn left instead and walk towards the traffic lights you will see diagonally opposite you the highly recommended Three Judges (see West End crawl). But back to this crawl and turning right into Dumbarton Road. Walk along this side of the road for about 50 yards towards a bus stop. There at the corner sits The Lismore, a pub designed to be a cherished part of our pub heritage right from the moment it opened in 1997. As you stand at the lower bar, having chosen between Caledonian Deuchars IPA or the other handpump, usually dispensing a Kelburn or Houston beer, take a look at the stained glass windows. There are 6 of them and they tell the story of the notorious Highland Clearances. Starting from the one to your extreme left they depict: Two brothers working as blacksmiths; The same two working at an illicit still; The cultured family life in which they lived; The family leaving their boarded up croft; The estate factor writing out eviction notices; At the quayside in Glasgow waiting for the ship to the New World. Chaps, you can also get a chance to pay your respects to some of those responsible for the Clearances in the gents’ toilet!
Partick Station is the last station on this crawl. It interchanges with the national rail station upstairs which is handy for a quick trip to or from High Street station for the Barony Hall (see Merchant City crawl). Turn left on leaving the station and walk 80 yards to the end of this street (towards Greggs). Turn left onto Dumbarton Road, staying on this side of the road, and walk a further 100 yards, under the railway bridge and over the junction with Hayburn Street. Just past Poundstretcher is The Windsor Tavern, another rare Glasgow outlet for Belhaven 80/-. Just for a change, here is a Glasgow pub which has undergone a sympathetic refurbishment which has preserved its original character. The centerpiece mural of old Partick on the protruding circular wall depicts Billy Connolly, who lived as a boy in nearby Stewartville Street and Alan Rough, the former Partick Thistle and Scotland goalkeeper from the days of bad perms. The Windsor does not do food. The painting of Roughie here is appropriate because we are only 150 yards away from the West of Scotland Cricket Club’s ground in Peel Street (first left when you retrace your steps back through the railway bridge) where the world’s first international football match took place between Scotland (practically the whole of the Queens Park FC team) and England in 1872. The game ended goalless. What a pity no other Partick pub sees fit to commemorate this.
