West End

This crawl begins with a pub mentioned in the Subway Pubcrawl featured elsewhere in this handbook, The Liquid Ship in Great Western Road. Go to St Georges Cross Subway station and follow the instructions for that station in the Subway crawl.

On leaving The Liquid Ship, turn left outside then immediately take the first road left (Rupert Street) and walk 300 yards all the way up this road (it becomes West End Park Street halfway along) to the main road (Woodlands Road – take my word for it as there are hardly any street name signs around here). At this corner is the Halt Bar, selling Caledonian Deuchars and Addlestone’s Cloudy Cider on handpumps. Diagonally opposite The Halt stands the world’s only two-legged equestrian statue depicting characters made famous by Bud Neill, a Glasgow cartoonist of the 1940s and 50s.

Leave the Halt by the Woodlands Road door and turn left outside. Walk 50 yards past the bus shelter, past Oddbins, to The New Arlington at the next street corner. Caledonian Deuchars and a handful of German Weiss beers are available.

Now go back the way you came from The Halt and carry on about 250 yards along Woodlands Road, round the right hand bend to Uisga Beatha. Enter by the door just before the bus shelter. Deuchars and a guest ale are on offer. The pub’s name is Gaelic for whisky (water of life).

Leaving this watering hole, turn right outside and walk past a furniture shop called coLoniaL. This was the Glaschu microbrewery from 1994 to 1996. Ahead, you can see a small roundabout and beyond it an old school called The Primary. Cross over to it. As you walk across the traffic island, look down the road to your right and you will see the red neon sign of The Doublet which features as the Kelvinbridge station pub in the Subway pubcrawl. The Primary first opened as a pub as part of Whitbread’s Hogshead chain about 9 years ago and apart from being purchased by Greene King and renamed The Primary about a year ago, it remains unchanged. Needless to say, the beer now has an East Anglian flavour, though Caley Deuchars is also available.

From the main entrance, leave by the left hand gate outside and do The Doublet, entering the Bar by the front door. There is a good Indian restaurant next door to the Doublet called The Shish Mahal.

Leaving the Doublet, turn right outside and walk across the junction with the mini roundabout and head all the way to the end of Park Road, past Bar Bola. Turn right at the end of the road and cross the River Kelvin. The advert billboards on the other side of the river bridge stand on the site of the original Shish Mahal before it literally fell into the river 25 years ago! About 40 yards past the billboards, beside the pedestrian crossing is Stravaigin, a continental style cafe bar. The first thing you glimpse at the corner of the bar is the trio of handpumps dispensing Caledonian 80/-, Deuchars and Addlestone’s cask conditioned cider. There is a good restaurant in the basement.

Turn right outside when leaving Stravaigin and walk 70 yards up to the traffic lights and turn right into Bank Street. Go 300 yards to the traffic lights at the end of this road, the junction with Great Western Road (GWR), and on the other side of GWR you will see Hubbards, a T&J Bernard branded pub, now owned by Spirit Group. Only four or five of the nine handpumps are in operation, selling guest beers. Guys, beware of the slight downward slope before the first step leading down to the gents’ toilet. It is a sobriety test so be careful not to take a heidery doon ra sterrs as Glaswegians call the act of falling head first down stairs.

When leaving Hubbards, use the traffic lights to cross GWR and turn right on the other side, walking about a quarter of a mile along tree-lined GWR to the next major road junction, Byres Road, which would be better named Rue des Byres as it is the heart of the trendiest part of the West End. As you approach the junction, you can see a church spire, part of your next pub! This is Oran Mor, opened almost a year ago after a £6m rebuilding job on what was a long derelict church standing on one of the primest of sites in the whole of Scotland. The name is Gaelic for big song, reflecting the ambitions of this establishment to become a top music venue, with or without a Scottish flavour. However, it has a normal bar stocking Caledonian Deuchars, Theakstons Best Bitter and one or two guest ales. To get to this bar, walk all the way past the GWR side of the building, turn left into Byres Road and enter the front door beside the beer garden, opposite the Hilton Hotel. Once you have walked up the steps into the entrance foyer, take a look at the floor tiles, each of which has the word welcome carved into it in a different language, with the corresponding farewell carved on the same tile but facing in the direction of a departing patron. Look out for the second tile from the left on the first row, the one saying hullorerr, which is Glaswegian for hello, there. Enter by either of the doors indicating Whisky Bar or Victorian Bar – they both lead to the same bar with the real ale. If you get a chance (events permitting), have a look at the ceiling of the bar on the top floor (no real ale). It is an amazing stellar scene painted by Alasdair Gray, the same gentleman who drew the logo on the cover of this handbook. Although Oran Mor has been open for 11 months, he is still working on it!

When it comes to au revoir time for Oran Mor, turn left outside and walk about 150 yards down Byres Road to the second set of pedestrian crossing lights, where you pass Hillhead Subway station. Visit the Ubiquitous Chip as recommended by the Subway crawl article by turning first left down Ashton Lane. Then come back to this spot and carry on along Byres Road. Almost straight away there is a trendy bar called Bonhams next door to the Lloyds TSB Bank on the corner which stocks Caley Deuchars. After Bonhams, carry further on along Byres Road to the next set of traffic lights at a busy road junction. Cross over Byres Road to Tennent’s Bar. It was originally owned by one of the founders of the eponymous lager brewery, with which it remained in common ownership until Interbrew bought Bass’s brewing interests. The pub is now part of the Mitchells and Butlers chain and was refurbished during the 1990s in a traditional looking style. It has 12 handpumps of which 3 are for guests and gets very busy at weekends. It also has 8 TV screens and shows the cup finals from both sides of the border simultaneously.

Upon leaving Tennent’s, continue down Byres Road on Tennent’s side by crossing over Highburgh Road at the traffic lights outside then walking for about 50 yards to The Aragon. This is another former T&J Bernard’s pub, now Spirit owned. There are between 6 and 8 beers available from the handpumps, including, from the Caledonian Brewery, Deuchars and McEwans 80/-. Food is available daily until 8pm. Pictures of the old West End decorate the walls and there are TV screens for big events.

Leaving the Aragon, turn right outside and walk all the way down to the bottom of Byres Road and cross diagonally over the major road junction to a very important street corner pub. For true beer aficionados, no visit to Glasgow would be complete without a visit to The Three Judges. Owned by Maclay Inns, manageress Helen McCarroll has won the local Branch’s Landlord of the Year award several times and has sold nearly 3,000 different beers since September 1992. It underwent an internal refurbishment 2 years ago but it still retains 9 handpumps. Some of these are fancy on/off switches for the Flowjet system of dispense, but despite appearances, the beer is nothing less than proper. What a pub with which to conclude this tour. Upon finally leaving, Kelvin Hall Subway station is diagonally opposite the pub, or you can join the Subway crawl.
